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ever, we crossed the lake, and pitched our tents on the French
River.

‘We had mounted seventeen portages, and we had to descend
seventeen more to Lake Huron. The poor men were sadly worn
out with the roughness of the last carrying place, and the guide
considerately brought to, an hour earlier than usual, to give them
a good rest, and an opportunity to wash—a business in which
they had thus far spent little time, and lesser soap. The only
time I tried the experiment of carrying packages was at the last
long portage, where I got the guide to tie a pair of strings to a
bag of biscuits, and load me with it; but it swayed about, and
being top heavy, I could not walk steady. Before proceeding
twenty yards, down I came, with the bag, in the mud. The men
ran to unharness me, and laughed to see me enjoy the fun.

The next morning the sun stept forth, and with our paddles
and songs we merrily left the lake behind us. How many days it
took to reach Lake Nipissing from Lachine, or from Nipissing
to Lake Huron, I know not, neither is it of any importance to
past generations; but of this I am sure, that in due time we
reached Lake Huron, and the keenness of the air of that broad
sheet of pure water was felt night and day; and even at this
distant period of seventy years, my proboscis takes offense at its
sufferings at that time.

After getting over those seventeen portages, and running sun-
dry rapids, at times going at the rate of ten knots an hour, we
at length reached the big lake; and again, after paddling and
working many days, we landed on Grosse Island, within nine
miles of Messhemickanock—the Big Turtle; corrupted into Mich-
ilimackinae, and finally into Mackinaw.

The traverse being long and dangerous, it was deemed impru-
dent to undertake it with our full load; and it being late in the
day, the guide concluded to encamp, and have everything ready
for an early start in the morning. When the morning came I
volunteered to guard the baggage at one end of the portage, en-
abling all hands to engage in the transportation of the goods and
canoes; but here I was too desirous of reaching the end of this
long journey, and would not stay. In this I was wrong, for one



